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KNOW THE FOLLOWING VOCABULARY WORDS:

Rotation
Revolution

Axis

Planet
Constellation
Solar system
Orbit

Polaris

Phases (of moon)
Sundial

IMPORTANT CONCEPTS:

A planet is a large body that circles a star, but does not give
off light.

When the side of the Earth faces the Sun it is daytime. When
it faces away from the Sun it is nighttime.

The moon rotates while it revolves.

An axis is the make-believe line that runs through Earth’s
North Pole and South Pole.

A sundial is a tool that tells time by tracking shadows that
the Sun makes.

The gravity of the Moon causes our tides to occur daily.

The Earth’s rotation takes 24 hours. The Earth’s revolution
takes about 365 days.
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e Polaris is also known as the Nortt

¢ The patterns of conatellations appear to move from East to
West.

¢ As the Earth turns, altthenorﬂmmstarsseemtospm
around Polaris (Polaris does not appear to move). :

‘o An orbit is the almost-circular path taken by planets as they

revolve around the Sun.

o The Moon does not produce its own light. It reﬂects light off

" theSun.

¢ The changing shapes of the Moon that can be seen from

Earth are called phases.
e Long ago, many people thought the Sun and stars revolved

~ around Earth.

o During a Full moon, the entire day it half of the moon is
visible.

e Duringa Quarter moon exactly half of the day it Moon is

4 visible.

o During a New moon only the nighttime side of the Moon is

visible.

Be able to draw a shadow based on an object, the position of the
Sun and the time of day. Hints: A shadow goes away from the
light, The Sun seems to rise in the east and set in the west, the
lower the Suniis in the sky then the longer the shadow

Be able to describe in complete sentences how day and night are
caused. Hints: use the words axis, rotation, 24 hours, facing
toward, facing away.

Be able to descnbe in complete sentences how you could use the
constellations to tell what season. itis. , ,

Be able to draw and label the pha{ses of the moon
Be able to draw a model showing the positions of the Moon, Sun

and Earth during a New moon. Explain why you can hardly see
the moon at all during this phase.




